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English

Today marks the death anniversary of
Parween Rahman.

Born on January 22, 1957, in Dhaka, the
capital of what was then East Pakistan
(now Bangladesh), Parween Rahman
witnessed the harrowing violence of the
1971 war and migrated to Karachi with her
family. Perhaps these traumatic
experiences shaped her deep commitment
to the city and its marginalized
communities, leading her to spend 31 years
working tirelessly in the narrow alleys of
Karachi’s informal settlements.

She received her early education in Dhaka
but pursued a degree in architecture from
Dawood College of Engineering and
Technology, Karachi, graduating in 1981.
The following year, she joined the Orangi
Pilot Project (OPP), a non-governmental
organization dedicated to improving the
lives of the urban poor, initially as an
unpaid intern.

Over three decades, Parween Rahman
documented Karachi’s old villages, the
illegal water hydrant mafia, and
widespread land encroachments.
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opened fire on her car near a police station,
bringing an end to her 28-year-long fight
for the land and service rights of Pakistan’s
poorest communities.
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